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the   Emperor, which was   now that  of the Transal-
pine Church ; he sent letters of excommunica-
tion, of 'deposition from the Papal throne to the   Uly27'10bl*
dying Nicolas.   Nicolas is said to have read them with
deep affliction, and immediately to have expired. <*

The Cardinals on the death of Nicolas still held
together, yet they did not venture at once to act upon
the Lateran decrees or that of the deceased Pope. They
feared, or were too prudent to defy the whole German
interest. The Counts of Tuscnlum and the other
barons, in revenge for their humiliation, threw them-
selves headlong into the Imperial faction. They sent
the golden crown and the other insignia of the Patri-
ciate to the young Henry, and urged liim to nominate a
Pope, not a Roman. It might be seen at once at whom
was pointed their sentence of exclusion. The Cardinals
likewise sent a Legate, the Cardinal Stephen, to the
youthful King and to his mother. This Cardinal was
not admitted, probably as representing a body who were
usurping the rights of the Empire.

Hildebrand knew that his time was not yet come;
and of all the great qualifications of this lofty Church-
man, nothing is more extraordinary than his suppression
of his personal ambition, the patience with which he

i " Ad vindicandam vero suam ali-
orumque injuriam erexit se auimo
Coloniensis. . . . Communi consensu
orthodoxorum episcoporum, direxit
illis (the Pope and the Cardinals) ex-
communicatiouis epistolam, quii visa
et dolens et gemens prsesentem (the
Pope) deseruit vitam." This passage
of Beuzo (lib. vii. p. 397) is partly
confirmed by a passage from Ansehn
of Lucca (or Cardinal Deusdedit), who
asseits that the Emperor and the

Germans had made themselves un-
worthy even of this scanty mark of
respect, the notification of the appoint-
ment of the Pope: " Primum quia
postea Nicolaum Coioniensem Archi-
episcopum pro suis excessibus corri-
puisse graviter tulemnt, cumque hujus
gratia, quantum in se erat, a PapatE.
deposuerunt, et nomen ejusdem ia
canone consecrationis nominari vetue-
runt." Ap. Canis. Antiq. Lect. vi
p. 221. Compare Hotter, p. 358.